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Foreign Body Removed from the Larynx without the TJse of the Mirror. 
—Dr. Max TnoRNER, of Cincinnati, reports ( Journal of Laryngology , Rhin- 
ology , and Otology , January, 1897) a case in which, with the aid of the Kir- 
stein autoscope—practically a tongue depressor and nothing else—he removed 
from a young man a picceof chicken-bone nearly one and a half inches long, 
one end of which had seemed to be imbedded in the right ventricle, while 
the other end leaned against the ary-epiglottic ligament. This withdrawal 
had not even required the application of cocaine. 

Suppurating Laryngeal Bursa.—An instance of this rare lesion was re¬ 
cently exhibited to his class by Dr. E. Fletcher Ingals, of Chicago 
(Medical News, 1897, No. 7), which occurred in a man, aged thirty years, and 
had been noticed only two days previously. It was about an inch in diam¬ 
eter, movable, and lying just beneath the skin between the notch of the thy¬ 
roid cartilage and the hyoid bone. It was treated by withdrawal of the 
fluid and injections of a solution of carbolic acid. 

Bacteriologic Investigation in Chronic Nasal Catarrh.— Dr. Eugene 
Larue Vans ant recently read before the County Medical Society (Phila¬ 
delphia Polyclinic, 1897, No. 11) a brief report of the results of a bacterio¬ 
logical investigation of the nasal mucus, with special reference to the pres¬ 
ence of the Klebs-Loffler bacillus, in one hundred cases of chronic Dasal 
discharge. This examination embraced one hundred and thirteen cultures 
taken from one hundred patients suffering with various forms of rhinitis; 
great care having been exercised to exclude all cases showing any of the 
well-known clinical signs of diphtheria. The bacilli of diphtheria were 
found in the discharges of twenty-six different patients, while three other 
patients furnished organisms closely resembling the bacilli of diphtheria. 

Leaving out all consideration of the various other forms of organisms, 
other bacilli, cocci, diplococci, etc., it is remarkable that such a large pro¬ 
portion of diphtheria-bacilli should be found in these cases, taken as they 
come in an outdoor clinical service. 

The diphtheria-bacilli were chiefly found in atrophic rhinitis, chronic puru¬ 
lent rhinitis, and nasal syphilis. In all the cases in which the diphtheria- 
bacilli were present the patients were in ill health ; being listless, pale, and 
anemic. 

The result of future investigation with these cultures is promised in full 
at a later date. 
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The Relation of Diseases of the Nose and Throat in General Medicine. 
—The Lettsomian lectures now being delivered before the Medical Society of 
London by F. de Hayilland Hall (British Medical Journal , 1897, No. 
1884) are upon diseases of the nose and throat in relation to general medi¬ 
cine, and, to judge by the first one, are worthy of serious consideration not 
only of the general practitioner, but of the “ Charlatanoide” who rushes 
into a specialty without any practical experience in general medicine. 

After indicating the method in which many infectious diseases gain 
entrance by the nose and throat, attention is called to the occasional inju¬ 
rious effects from operative procedures upon the mucous membrane of these 
structures during the existence of epidemics, especially upon such people as 
are exposed to infection. 

The conditions of the nose and throat and their involvements are then 
discussed in connection with diphtheria, smallpox, varicella, measles, 
rotheln, scarlet fever, whooping-cough, influenza, enteric fever, and ery¬ 
sipelas in succession. 


Correction of Saddle-nose by Insertion of Plates.—At a recent meeting 
of the Liverpool Medical Institution (British Medical Journal, 1897, No. 
1884) Mb. Thelwall Thomas presented a girl, fifteen years of age, upon 
whom he had operated seven months previously for saddle-nose deformity 
due to disappearance of the nasal bones in childhood from congenital syph¬ 
ilis. A piece of celluloid, modelled like nasal bones and ppssessing a well- 
marked keel on its concave surface, was inserted subcutaneously and pressed 
into position, the keel fitting between the nasal processes of the upper Jan's, 
the lateral portions resting on these processes. The incision was made on 
the left side and closed by horsehair sutures. The imbedded celluloid did 
not appear to cause any irritation, and had of course greatly improved the 
personal appearance. The device was adopted in place of the many osteo¬ 
periosteal flap methods that had from time to time been described, all of 
which left marked cicatrices elsewhere. 

[Some six months ago the compiler inserted a perforated platinum plate 
to correct a similar deformity in the person of a young medical gentleman. 
The nose and upper lip were detached from the underlying structures by the 
method of Rouge; and then the plate, which was somewhat guitar-shaped, 
was fastened by means of a vertical pin in front, which was pushed between 
the remnants of the nasal bones, and one horizontal pin on each side, which 
was inserted into holes previously drilled into the nasal process of each max¬ 
illary bone respectively. 

The patient has done well, and there has been no trouble from the plate, 
but for a long time there was marked ancesthesia of the external portion of 
the nose on the maxillary lines, which has only partially subsided, while 
there has been a constriction of the nasal orifices requiring the almost con¬ 
tinuous presence of metal tubes to prevent atresia. 

Curiously, one of the greatest comforts to the patient is the entire sub¬ 
sidence of a disagreeable nasal catarrh which had bothered him for many 
years.] 
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The Influence of Neuroses on Pregnancy and Labor.—In La Prase 
Medicale , 1897, No. 29, Tarnier discusses the influence of hysteria, epilepsy, 
and chorea upon pregnancy and labor. He excludes eclampsia as a neurosis 
because he considers it a toxiemia. 

As regards hysteria, in a small number of cases pregnancy influences 
hysteria favorably. Very rarely, hysterical manifestations disappear during 
pregnancy; occasionally the attacks are less, while sometimes, on the contrary, 
they are much increased. It has been found by Landouzy and others that 
in the majority of cases hysteria is aggravated by pregnancy. So far as life 
and death are concerned, hysteria does not seriously complicate pregnancy; 
it exerts no unfavorable influence upon the progress of gestation, as it neither 
provokes abortion nor premature labor. So far as Tanner's experience goes, 
it is sufficient, when necessary, to use the bromides in these cases. 

As regards epilepsy, in one-fourth of the cases observed the epileptic 
woman is uninfluenced by pregnancy; in another fourth the epilepsy is ag¬ 
gravated, the attacks being more frequent and more severe, while death may 
occasionally ensue from a series of epileptic convulsions. In the remaining 
half of the cases the epilepsy seems less severe during the development of 
the foetus, the attacks being less frequent and less violent^ Tarnier explains 
this improvement by the cessation of menstruation, which in many cases 
seems to provoke the epileptic attack. In some patients epilepsy appears 
daring pregnancy, ceasing after delivery, but reappearing in subsequent ges¬ 
tation. . Epileptiform paroxysms rarely occur during labor, and are readily 
controlled by chloroform. 

A most interesting feature regarding epilepsy and pregnancy lies in the 
diagnosis of epilepsy nnd of eclampsia. It is necessary carefully to interro¬ 
gate the secretions of the patient to mate a positive diagnosis. Tarnier 
would rely upon bromide of potassium in epileptic pregnant patients, giving 
the drug in large doses, one to two drachms daily. 

He also reports two cases of chorea complicating pregnancy. In the first, 
in three successive pregnancies, chorea supervened in each, the movements 
localizing themselves first upon the left, and then upon the right side of the 
body. The second case was one in which chorea developed during preg¬ 
nancy, following a profound nervous excitement. The movements at first 
were limited to the left hand, but afterward became general; the patient 
declined treatment, and passed from observation. 

Unlike hysteria and epilepsy, chorea constitutes a serious complication of 
pregnancy; the mortality has been variously estimated from 30 to 28 per 
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